


cent and higher success rate after using
the program. Over 60 percent of seventh-
graders met or exceeded AIMS require-
ments, and students made up two years of
Lexile reading levels in one year.

Because of the AIMS schoolwide suc-
cessful reading results, the middle school
math team chose Voyager Math for its
new supplemental program, and Glencoe
McGraw-Hill’s Mathematics Connects:
Concepts for students who were on grade
level. The school uses Vmath’s assessments
for all students.

“We now know what level every single
child in the school is on for reading and
math,” says Gilmore.
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Needs and Wishes
Opportunities for students after gradua-
tion from Monument Valley High School
are outside the reservation, unless they are
teachers or are in the medical field. It’s
very difficult, if not impossible, to get a
job when they return, because jobs are so
limited. Many students leave for urban
areas such as Phoenix upon graduation.
“We'd love more opportunities to
get students to the university level,” says
Martinez. The district has already done
this with Indiana State University, which
places student teachers at reservation
schools. Several preservice teachers have
come back to Kayenta to teach.

Gilmore would simply like to share
the world with Kayenta students. “T’'d love
to have more computers for our labs, and
laptops for kids to help with our math and
reading programs, as well as teleconfer-
encing capabilities. Imagine checking in
weekly with a partner school somewhere
else in the world and working together
on projects. That would teach other
kids about our culture and experiences
here on the reservation,” says Gilmore.
Visit the Kayenta Middle School Web site
(www. kayenta.k12.az.us/KMS) for a video
of the school, students and staff.

Ken Royal is products editor.
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